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I NTE R N AT I O N A L  A R C H ITECTU R A L  S H OWCAS E

Located in The Kingdom of Saudi 

Arabia and slated for completion in 

mid-2011, Said Ali Ghodran Medical 

Center, a general acute care hospital, 

represents the best in intelligent, 

contemporary architectural design. 

A visually striking structure, the 

55,000-square-meter, 90-bed medical 

center allows for future expansion and 

incorporates commercial space that 

seamlessly blends the campus into its 

surrounding urban fabric. The project 

protects and enhances its fragile desert 

environment by incorporating photo-

voltaic cells on roofs, most of which are 

also covered with local desert plants.

Evidence-based design has 

been used throughout the project to 

enhance patient comfort, care, and 

healing. Corridors have been widened 

to encourage the patient mobility that 

supports a speedier recovery. Patient 

falls are minimized with the addition of 

strategically placed handrails in patient 

rooms. State-of-the-art technol-
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ogy allows for patient access to the 

Internet, video conferencing with loved 

ones, and ease of discussion with staff 

regarding test results. Research-based 

fi ndings drove the addition of comfort-

able Family Zones, allowing families 

overnight access and the ability to sup-

port staff in facilitating patient recovery. 

Families and patients also benefi t from 

the Mall’s central point of access and 

quick access to all patient services. 

Single patient rooms were designed to 

minimize cross infection and provide for 

increased privacy. 

The bed tower is also designed for 

maximum staff effi ciency and functional-

ity. Larger rooms with sliding doors allow 

for greater ease of access, and corridor 

station windows provide nurses with 

continuous observational ease. Overall, 

this ultra-modern facility meticulously 

satisfi es the needs of patients, staff, and 

families, while remaining sensitive to the 

wider community and environmental 

ecosystems surrounding it.
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